
Introduced by Council Member Gaffney & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Lee, Jones & Carter:
RESOLUTION 2014-32
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING REVEREND RUDOLPH W. McKISSICK, SR. ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT AFTER 47 YEARS OF SERVICE AS SENIOR PASTOR OF BETHEL BAPTIST INSTITUTIONAL CHURCH; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the Reverend Rudolph McKissick, Sr., a member of Bethel Baptist Institutional Church since his childhood, a mailman and music ministry leader was unanimously chosen to serve as pastor in April 1966; and
WHEREAS,
Rev. McKissick, Sr., attended local public schools, graduated from Edward Waters College, and matriculated at various colleges and universities for theological studies and received an honorary doctorate from his alma mater; and

WHEREAS,
after 47 years, Rev. McKissick, Sr., becomes the longest serving Pastor in the history a church that has served Jacksonville for 175 years, which expanded its original membership of 500 to more than 12,000, and is among the most influential African-American churches in Florida with numerous ministries and community outreach involvements; and

WHEREAS, past and present elected officials, community and business leaders have recognized Rev. McKissick’s tremendous insight and perspective by calling upon him for counsel over the years, and he maintains his commitment to the community to continue serving as a trusted civic leader in Jacksonville, as well as spiritual adviser; and 

WHEREAS, in his final sermon, he delivered a message based on wisdom and knowledge to encourage the members to give the best that they have from a premise of love so that our communities can continue to improve and grow together, which is what he has dedicated his life’s work towards; and
WHEREAS, a real leader finds common ground and brings people together by closing positional gaps and is able to get people to step across lines and continue the journey, and Rev. McKissick has proven to be a real leader in acknowledging generational differences not as a deficiency but as an opportunity for meaningful compromise for moving his church forward, where he now has the opportunity to sit and learn; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Reverend Rudolph W. McKissick, Sr. on his retirement after 47 years as pastor of Bethel Baptist Institutional Church. His strong Faith, dedicated leadership, spiritual guidance and sincere friendship to former and current political officials and the citizens of Jacksonville are greatly appreciated, and we the Council extends its best wishes as he has been given his spirited release without hesitation to pass the mantle over to the next generation.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman  
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Yvonne P. Mitchell, Council Research Division
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